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aff 
he ing, that our only Yoke is 
ſiure of Inability to raiſe a deferv'd 
: mendation, it is obvious to ref 


* 


of: 
ture to celebrate that Goodneſs by 
xz Y which we are inflienc'd, and an 
_ >. univerſal Inftin& diſpoſes to e. 
tol our Benefactors: Since too, the in. 
finite Obligations of Providenee 
now made Subjection our Happine 
much as Religion has always 
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: Senkt, © on 2 Comforts of a an call 6e 
Government, and a recognizance of the . 

Merits of a gracious Prince were never 
more requiſt 
For inthee 


tion on the 


n, bt Monarch;who. by Sub 
3 F 


C 


; never mote opportune. 
wperienceof Affhctions, in the 
fortitude of Sufferance, in Lenity, Pru- 
dence, and other Royal Ornaments, moſt 


ſignally in a Juſtice above Intereſt or Im- 


rtunities, in a Veracity beyond Incon- 
R 0 r Phovdeation, de Pan a Pre- 
. of paſt Ages, and can dare the 
longeſt Poſterity to produce and offer a 
Compariſon. So that an Endeavour of 
making the Parallel N xa een 
Trajan ahd but Aſchlur 


an 
Injury to the latter who is * to 
compleat it; and ſhould we purſue a 


Rehearſal of. UF hin ight he fairly 
imputed, the Deſign be ſuſf pete 
not to Rival bur © * not to Patil 
but Excel, which thougha Juſtice on the? 
one part, would: be a ſeeming Beroga 


Fe. 
And I challenge the moſt unthinking 
to light upon any one commendable qua- 


lity here Recorded of a Foreign Hero, 
but What he ſhall immediately pronounce 


copied and ſurpaſt by our Ae Sd 


. \ 
* 
= 
v - 
+ * 
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| while a Subject) taught others to Obey, | 
and himſelf to Command. Whoſe Pa- EO 


tience, Generoſity and Courage were ne- 


ver more the Envy of the Factious, than 


the Amazement of the Impartial, and 
the Tranſport of the Loyal; whoſe Au- 
ſpicious entrance to a Throne, aſſures 


the happieſt Progreſs, and merits the 


longeſt Eſtabliſhment on it. A Monarch 


whoſe Accompliſhments are in each re- 


ſpect ſo admirable, that they ſurmount 
lattery, and defie the rankeſt Malice. 
W lioſe Vertues are every way fo Illu- 


ſtrious, that they dazle no lefs than en- 


lighten: And (what his Piety abhors) 
they almoſt threaten to eclipſe the Glo- | 


ries of his Royal Predeceſſors. | | 
. There is indeed one odd kind of Vir- 
tue in Trajan which we care not ſhould 


be honoured with Imitation, and that is 


>. us wheedling of the Mobile by ſeveral 


little leſs than ſneaking Inſinuations, 
which betray a too violent ambition of 


being Popular, and imply that he choſe 
rather to be a Fondling than a Maſter of 


his Subjects, which, however ſpecious and 


alluring, taſtes of a low Soul, and un- 
8 all Government, makes Obedience 
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ad Submiſſion. precarious, animates to 
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Humour granted, and is in effect a 84 
nation of all Authority on the one Han 


and a diſpenſation for Reſiſtance on che 85 
ther... 


A main ſpecimen of this eaſinefs in 
Traian is his fine bravo * at the delyery 


of a Sword to the Captain of his 7 


Take this, and if ] Govern well, uſe it for 
me. But if ill, againſt me. This generous 
Charge two Republican Commentators 


are h much affected with, that one + of 
them thinks it a conceſſion never enough _ - 
to be commended ; and the other, || good 
Manis angry with the dull Pliny for be- 
ing no more Rhetorical on ſo inviting: Cc 


Topick, that he ſhould give fo flight a 
touch on an Action, which, if ſet off to its 


due advantage, would alone ſuffice for a 
compleat Paneghricæ. | 
That all Commiſtn'd Officers ſhould: . 


draw their Swords in their Supreme Ge- 


neral's Defence, if he would be honeſt 
and orderly: But if imperious and abu- 


five, ſhould brandiſh them to his Execu- 


tion; 271 ! 11 Was a 7 ragfh of ns Law of 
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* p. 128. wi _ hie, 3 1662. 25 "© 196, 1 a: 
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Nature, and always an taheren t Liberty 


of the Subject: But former Princes had 


been too ſhy and ſurly to on it, it was 
Trajan the Beſt, who would firſt make the 
conceſſion: Nay, paſs that into an avow'd 
Command, which in its utmoſt Improve- 
ment before had been but a tacit allow- 
ance. This paſſage with other of like 
tendence were pertly cited, and very lo- 
vingly applied by that virulent Preacher 
in King AME s J. his Reign, who bor- 
row'd his Notion of ſubjection from Da- 
vid Paræus, and ſo brought on the Com- 
mentaries of that Author the mockery 
of 1 > IE . 
And the Reform'd Brethren of Scot- 
land, who were never much addicted to 
admire any thing that came from a 


Prince, were yet ſo mightily taken with 
this Compliment of the Emperor's, that 


in the minority of a late Prince, they 
ftamp'd on their Coin the Impreſs of a 
Sword with that Motto. It wasa more 
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© 8e Dr. Peter Heylin'sCyprianus Anglicus: Or the 
_ - Hiſtory of. the' Life and Death of William Laud Arch. of 


Canterbury, & c. London 1624. in Fol. Part 1. I. 2. un- 
der t he year 1622. p. 88, 89. Fliſtoria & Antiquitates 


Univerſitatis Oxonienſis. Oxon; 1674. fol. lib. 1. under 


te Tear 1622. P. 326, 327, Ce. 13 25 
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pur Goſpel would afford: And to“ ed 


would obey for Conſcience fake, 


miſſion, not longer to be practis'd than 


3 FG 41 - FS. #*; 5 ADD | 
| | | 


it was a Heathen rant from one Prince to 
a particular Subject, they would adopt it 0 
for an univerſal Chriſtian Duty, and in 
ſuch a caſe, devout Souls, for once they 5 
Nay, there has ſcarce been any one 
Peſtilent Libel teem'd to promote Anar- 
chy andjuftify.* Rebellion, bur what has' | 
it the conſequence of an Arbitrary Sub- mu 


while no Oppreſſions or Grievances could 
be plauſibly or indeed poſſibly complaind 
of. Yet it muſt be confeſs d that I learn- 
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penn d by Theod: Beza; although ſome, I know, have 2 
ther d the latter on his Comrade Fran. Hottqman, the great ._ 
Civilian, Grot. De jure belli ac pacis, &c. I. 1. c. 4. Seck. 
6 Johannis Milteni pro Populo Anglicano defenſid, 


&-c. Lond. 16572. 12 p. 176, 17. with gnany ar ber.. 
+ Joanais Ami O and Jus belli ac pacis/-H;Grotid » 
illuſtratum Tubipgæ, 1671. % add. 1c. 4. The. G. t 
ſervatie, p. 552.$am. Bocharti Epiſtola Domino Morley | 
adjeQa Geogr. acre. &c. Francof, 1674. 4 Pie 
Will. Falkner Ghriftian Loyalty, &. Lond. 1679, ” 
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Authors of a calmer Temper, have 
conftantly given far more ſober Inter- 
pretations A this {0 


jan were only the 


a. _ 


the unadviſedneſs 


fiderate A. ouriſh. 0 1 


But whether thi Expreſſion of Tr. 
retch and effort of 4 


* 


complaiſant Humour; or no more than 


a Fi 
that 


erſon's' Integrity to whom it was 


| apply d: Or whett er (What's in d ee d the 1 
moſt plauſible: Salvo, yet argues a flight 


of Generoſity beyond Diſcretion) it was 


| a declaration of his fit Reſolves ts Go- 


Advice, nothing could more proclaim 


n n E * — 8 — 


. 2. c. 5 . Se. L. Para. 8. Dr. Gabriel Towerſon : Explis 


of. e Sec. Lon. 1684. 8? c. 5. p. 171, 172. Beſides 
Dr. William Howel, who bartly mentions it; Inſtitution 
7 . $6. Fol. Second Eder. þ. 3. 


) unwary and incor. 


1 hb to. dreſs up his confidence of 


71 eien on the Decalogue, &c. Lond. 168 1. Fol. On the. 
VV. Com. Part 7. p. 259. Sir George Mackenzie's Jus Rer 
gium, Ge. Loyd, 1684+ 8 p. 30. Pr. W. Sherlock Caſe 
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for they themſelves” 
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® imaginary Wrong ( 


are to be ſole Judges, or the Principle 


has no conſequence) may fly in the Face 
of. that Authority, which gives them the 
Affront, and depoſèe that Power which 


they ſuſpect will be too hard for em, is 
fo rank a Tenet, that Treaſon, Tumult, 


Anarchy, Confuſion, and all the Hcen- 


tious: Miſchiefs of Earth and Hell would 
be its damning Inference: The Prince 


being cruſh'd into the moſt helpleſs of 
| Slaves, and every peeviſh Incendiary” 
prefer'd his Supreme Lord. * 
It hurries on ſo vidlently 


t 
and, Rebellion, that did the Ramans be- 


lieve they might do what this direction 


to the Captain imply'd, and yet permit 


the Emperor, who authorisd eim with | 


- 2 a 1 n E353 $1 
ty. Years Reign without any Mutiny. or 


Inſurreftion.; T fay, did the Romans ſups 
poſe it to be ſerious, Advice, and yet fe- 


that Privilege, to paſs his one and twen: 


ver pervert it to the Prejudice of him, 


who beſtow'd it, nothing leſs can be in- 


ferrd than (what is not. hangſome to 
own? that the Loyalty: of Heathen ur- 
mounts, that of the yrecife 
 fince the one could-.he:lteadily Ent 
eto; Re- 
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ſiſt: And yet the other be ſo apt to Re 


bel, where they have all the reſtriftions 


of Nature, Religion, and National Laws 


to ſubmit and be quiet. 
Nay, had this ſoothing Prince deli- 
ver'd it as a Licence to have himſelf cha- 
ſtis'd, yet by the frankeft conceſſion he 
could not have Authoris'd the Captain's 
Revolt. For it is even beyond the Pre- 
rogative of Supreme Powers to Legiti- 
mate Reſiſtance, or endow their Sub- 
jects with a Charter to Rebel. However 


valid unextorted Reſignations and vo- 


luntary Aſſents to depoſition may be, yet 


tts certain no Sovereign Authority, while 


ſo continuing, can diſpence any Liberty 
for Diſobedience, or abſolve from tho 


Crime of Treaſon, any more than my 


ſaying to another, II give you leave to kill 
me, would in Juſtice acquit him from 


the guilt of Murther. 


So that whatever acceptation it will 


bear, there is nothing more illogical, 


impertinent, or abſurd than to alle ge it 
as an Authentick Plea for Subjects by 
force to amend the ſuſpected Irregulari- 


ties of their Governours : Vet to this Uſe 


have a great many late Demagogues 


wolt perily apply d it in challenge and 
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Fe to all the evident e of 


modeſter (though no leſs miſchieyous) 


Magiſtrates, whoſe Office is pretended 
to impower *em for a defence of the Peo- 


1 to that Superior, who deputed 


which I conceive this paſſage capable of, 
is this, that ſuch flaſhes of good Nature 
in a Prince may be of very hurtful Con- 
| ſequence, ' they proſtitute his Honour, 
alienate his Authority, and make all the 


tn) 


Nature's and Religion's Laws. Some 
from hence inferring a right of Reſiſt- 
ance as a Propert of each the moſt in- 
ſerior Member of ocieties: Others by a 


retrench confining it to the ſubordinate 


ples Liberties, though in expreſs oppo- 


Aſter all, the moſt natural deduction, 


ay an execrable High Court of Ju- 
ice. Hence I wonder'd at always, 


and condemn'd the inconſiderateneſs of 


thoſe Authors, who, though they would 


interpret it to no diloyal Tendence, yet 


nave wink'd at the - Conſe 5 they 
are preſum'd to deteſt, and have only 


= extolPd this Pr for the noble Sally 


of a reſolute, undaunted, and heroick 
oul. "Whereas 'tis at the beſt but an 


YT Pe an indigeſted flant of 


1 bo 
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Popularity, to the 2 whereof this 
Prince was too abundantly addicted, as 
is farther conſpicuous in ſeveral other 
of his demeanours remark'd in the 

following harrangue: Particularly in 
the LVI. Se. where Pliny ſeems to in- 
timate that Trajan had ſubmitted him- 
ſelf to Govern upon the ſtrange and 
unheard-of Terms, of the Prince being 
above the Laws, but the Laws above the 


Prince: Which deſtroys the prime and 


fundamental Prerogative , of Princes , 
their being unaccountable to any but 


God, and was 'the ver Principle our 
late Regicides proceeded on. 


It is true, if that ſpecious Maxim, 
be meant only of the pre- eminence of 
the Laws in a bare directive and re- 
gulative Power, it is what ſober Men 
have always own'd, and wife Prin- 
ces have as duly practis'd; but if it 
muſt be underſtood (as the occaſion 


and coherence in Pliay intimate) of 


a coercive, and vindicative Power to 
be exercis'd on Supreme Governours ; 
whenever their Subjects ſhall adjudge 
'em guilty of the breach of thoſe Laws, 
Which they have oblig'd themſelves 
by Oath to obſerve ; It debaſes the 
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Prince beneath the vileſt Malefactor 
and. expoſes his Perſon to the work: 
of Butcheries : For though it proclaims 

not an impunity to a private Aſſaſſi- 

nate, yet it aſcertains the Murther, and 

enhances the Ignominy, by juſtifying a 
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formal Execution. W 
The Strictures upon the uncautious 
Humour of Trajan I have thought fit 

to premiſe from an hearty averſneſs 
to Whatever plauſible Pretences may 
„ „, TS 
Bauch little improvident Deliveries are 
as Poiſonous as the rankeſt of down- 

right Poſitions; nay, they be more 
fatal, - becauſe trick d up in a more 
- Tpecious Guiſe, where the Venom in 
being lefs diſcern'd is the more palata- 
bly imbib'd, and ſpreads its Infection 
with the greater .dehance to Art and 
PO RT Pad FR us 

So that if this Cenſure obviate all 

farther Contagion, it is what my ho- 
neſt Endeavours fincerely aim at, and 

. what my Prayers ſhall never be want- 

r 
Tlet after this Reflection on the ea- 
ſineſs and indecent compliances of Tra- 

Ia I muſt do him ſo much juſtice as 
ien ee 8 
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to conſeſs, that he was judicions enough 
on the Peoples Courteſie; and there- 
fore whenever any impendent Danger 
threatned, he vindicated his Digmry 


from alt Eneroachments, and fharply 
quelbd all the Afaults of Faction, as 
is evident in ſeveral Occurrences of his 


| Reign, more eminently in his exem- 


plary Juſtice on thoſe, who diſturb'd 
his Predeceſſor's Peace, Caſperius and 
his Pretorians, who proteſted againſt 
News's- pardon of Damitiams. Murthe- 
rers, and Covenanted to bring em 


all to a condign Puniſhment: Vet 
without any Injury to the Perſon of 


their Prince; but for all this winning 


and pious Pretext, Trajan ſends for 


*em, and amidſt their hopes of Excuſe 
and Preferment, executes the Leader 
and principal Followers: To which 
juſt Vengeance the happineſs of his re- 


maining Years is more to be attribu- 


ted than to any Clemency or ſparing 
Indulgence. | NY 
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And nw I ask the Reader no other 
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but, Thas when I d 


Merey; 


through this Character of a Roman 


Emperor, he would bleſs the Divine 
| | 1 Pro- 
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